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Officials Eye 
Revealing Data 
On Soviet Arms 

Backing Is Sought 
For Reagan Buildup 

By David Hoffman 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The administration, seeking to en- 
hance public support for President Rea- 
gan’s defense buildup and to counter the 
nuclear freeze movement, is considering 
stepped-up public disclosure of secret in- 
telligence data on Soviet military capa- 
bilities, officials said yesterday. - 
One example Of this is expected to 
; occur Wednesday, when the Pentagon 
publishes a two-year update on Soviet 
, military power. Officials said other such 
; steps are under study. 

In particular, some administration of- 
ficials said they would like to make pub- 
lic a classified briefing by the Defense 
; Intelligence Agency that has been shown 
to some members of Congress and is de- 
scribed as “very effective.” 

“What I would like to do is put that on 
national television in living color,” said 
one official. However, no formal proposal 
-<,. 'has yet been made to President Reagan 
' -on such a release of intelligence data, of- 
-•ficials added. 

- ' - The talk of declassifying some. U.S. in- 
itelligence data comes on the eve of a key 
' committee vote in the House on a nucle- 
ar freeze resolution and of planned de- 
monstrations on Capitol Hill for and 
‘ ' against the freeze. 

The president opposes the nuclear 
. freeze on grounds that it would lock the 
United States into an inferior military 
• : position relative to the Soviets. 

The idea of declassifying more infor- 
mation also comes at a time of apparent 



a n United Press International 

Among the Peace Through Strength group after seeing the president are Rep. Jack Kemp (R- 
N.Y.X left, John M. Fisher of the American Security Council and Sen Dennis DeConcini (D-Ariz.). 


, disagreement in the intelligence commu- em Europe begins in December, officials 
nity about the scope of Soviet defense ex- said. 

pansion. The president was urged by the group 

Richard Burt, assistant secretary of to declassify more secret intelligence data 
state for European affairs, told the House to counter the nuclear freeze movement 
Foreign Affairs Committee yesterday tad turn around what polls show to be 
that there is an “analytical debate under flagging public support for the presi- 
way in the intelligence community 5 about dent’s defense buildup, 
the scope and nature of Soviet military “The president is probably the best i 
expansion. salesman that I know, but in order to sell ! 

But Reagan expressed little doubt in something you have to present some I 

remarks yesterday to a conservative facts,” said Rep. William L. Dickenson 
group seeking to build public support for (Ala.), ranking Republican on the House ! 

buffet- Armed Services Committee. “We feel 

^he Soviet military buildup has in- very strongly that file facts have not been 
creased without letup for over a decade,” presented, that the American people are 
Reagan told the National Coalition for denied facts on which to base good judg- 

Pea<* Through Strength, according to ment.” He said, for example, that the 

White House spokesman Larry Speakes. administration should declassify mate- 

insisting on the need for his arms rials about the accuracy of Soviet nuclear 

modernization effort, Reagan added, “We mi'aniUm 

know the Soviets would not negotiate se- Late yesterday, Reagan met on the de- 
riously unless they see such United fense budget with Senate Majority Lead- 
States programs like the MX (intercon- er Howard H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.), Sen- 
tinental ballistics missile! and the Per- ate Budget Committee Chairman Pete V. 
8hing [intermediate range missile] de- Domenici (R-N.M.), and Defense Secre- 

ployment actually under way.” \ tary Caspar W. Weinberger. The presi- 

But Reagan did not mean to suggest dent is scheduled to meet with Weinber- 

that an arms control agreement with the ger today to review the revised admin- 

Soviets would have to wait until after the istration publication, “Soviet Military 
Pershing II missile deployment in west- Power." 
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